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The  death  at  Cooperstowii,  N.  Y.,  on  tlie  Gth  of  Fehniarv, 
1872,  of  a venerable  lady,  Mrs.  Marharetta  M.  S.  Bowers, 
in  tlie  9-J-tli  year  of  lier  age,  has  been  appropi'iately  elironieled 
in  the  newspapers  of  that  town.  Tlie  following  pages  wei'e 
written  to  comineinorate  the  remarkable  virtues  of  the  fam- 
ilies from  which  Mrs.  Bowers  was  descended,  maternally  and 
paternally,  of  whose  rare  excellence  she  was  herself  a signal 
example,  and  to  fnrnisli  some  sketches  of  the  family  of  her 
Imsband,  for  many  generations  before  the  Revolution  of  the 
highest  rank  in  the  Colony  of  Massachnsetts,  and,  after  the 
Revolution,  in  the  city  of  New  York. 

Mrs.  Bowers  was  the  only  child  of  Robert  AYilson,  of  the 
Barony  of  Innishowen,  in  the  north  of  Ireland,  who  emi- 
grated to  this  country  before  the  Revolution,  and  established 
himself  as  a merchant  in  Philadelphia.  AYhen  the  war  broke 
out,  he  accompanied  Gen.  AYashington  to  Cambridge,  and,  7is 
AIuster-master-General,  was  honored  by  the  confidence  of  the 
Commander-in-Chief,  and  often  a guest  at  his  table.  In  con- 
sequence of  failing  health.  Air.  AYilson  was  compelled  to 
resign  his  })osition  and  return  to  the  milder  climate  of  New 
Jersey.  He  married  there,  in  Jannary,  1776,  Alartha  Stewart, 
daughter  of  Col.  Cliarles  Stewart,  of  Lansdown,  in  the  county 
of  Hunterdon,  in  that  Province,  and  became  a resident  of 
Hackettstown,  near  which  lie  possessed  a valuable  property. 
During  the  year  1777  he  was  again  in  public  service,  as 
Assistant  Commissary-General  of  Purchases — an  a])pointment 
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which  he  resigned  un  account  of  his  health,  and  again  em- 
barked in  mercantile  pursuits  in  Philadelphia,  in  which  he 
was  eminently  snccessfnl,  nntil  his  death  in  1779,  at  the  early 
tige  of  twenty-eight.  His  wife  accompanied  him  to  Philadel- 
phia, and  resided  there  nntil  his  death,  when  she  returned  to 
Hackettstown,  a widow  at  the  age  of  nineteen. 

Mrs.  A¥ilson,  who  is  familiar  to  all  who  have  read  Mrs. 
Ellett’s  heantiful  and  trnthfnl  sketch  of  her  life  in  her 

Women  of  the  Pevolntion,”  was  born  in  1758,  at  Sidney, 
the  residence  of  her  maternal  grandfather.  Judge  Johnston, 
in  the  comity  of  Hunterdon,  Hew  Jersey.  Sidney  was  one 
of  the  most  stately  of  the  old  colonial  mansions  of  M^est 
Jersey,  and  was  erected  at  a period  when  the  inhabitants  of 
that  section  were  in  constant  dread  of  Indian  incursions.  It 
was  constructed,  therefore,  not  only  as  a stronghold  of  the 
proprietor,  but  as  a refuge  for  the  people  of  the  vicinage,  its 
massive  walls  of  stone  and  heavy  portals  often  affording  them 
protection  in  times  of  peril  when  the  aborigines  were  on  the 
war-path.  Finely  situated  on  an  elevated  terrace,  in  the 
midst  of  that  lovely  region,  where  blue  hills,  verdant  valleys, 
and  tufted  woodlands  present  the  perfection  of  the  pictu- 
resque, Sidney  was  regarded  in  colonial  days  as  one  of  the 
most  desirable  residences  in  the  Province.  Its  proprietor. 
Judge  Johnston,  was,  for  more  than  thirty  years  before  the 
Pevolntion,  the  chief  magistrate  of  that  section  of  the  Prov- 
ince, and  held  his  court,  on  every  Monday,  in  one  of  the  halls 
of  his  house.  He  was  a gentleman  of  exalted  virtue,  and  was 
renowned  for  his  hospitality  and  his  unbounded  benevolence. 
At  one  time,  after  the  commencement  of  tiie  war,  he  had 
fourteen  widows  living  upon  his  land  as  tenants,  rent  free. 

Col.  Stewart,  tlie  father  of  Mrs.  AVilson,  was  a grandson  of 
Charles  Stewart,  of  Gortlec,  in  Scotland,  who  rode  by  the 
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side  of  William  of  Orange  at  the  battle  of  the  Bovne,  and, 
for  his  gallantry  on  that  day,  was  rewarded  Ijy  his  king  with 
a demesne  in  the  north  of  Ireland.  Before  attaining  his  ma- 
jority, Col.  Stewart  emigrated  to  America,  and,  hy  his  energy 
and  enterprise,  secured  both  private  fortune  and  public  inlln- 
ence.  On  the  very  lirst  breath  of  the  Bevolntion  he  embarked 
with  his  whole  sonl  in  the  cause  of  the  Colonies,  and  with  the 
Livingstons,  Stocktons,  and  Patersons,  at  the  first  meeting  of 
the  patriots  of  Xew  Jersey,  was  prominent  in  his  resistance 
to  the  aggressions  of  the  mother  country.  He  became  a 
member  of  the  First  Provincial  Congress  of  Xew  Jersey ; 
colonel  of  the  First  regiment  of  Minnte  Men  ; colonel  of  the 
Second  regiment  of  the  line ; and,  eventually,  one  of  the  staff' 
of  Gen.  Washington,  as  Commissary-General  of  Issues,  in 
1776. 

Previous  to  the  Bevolution,  Col.  Stewart  resided  at  Lans- 
down,  a beantifid  estate  in  the  immediate  vicinity  of  Sidney, 
the  residence  of  his  father-in-law.  His  hospitabty  was  nn- 
bonnded.  His  friend.  Chief  Justice  Smith,  has  expressed  this 
trait  of  character  in  his  epitaph : “ The  friend  and  the  stran- 
ger were  almost  compelled  to  come  in."’  His  house  was  the 
resort  of  the  choice  spirits  of  the  time,  and  it  was  by  his 
fireside  that  his  daughter,  bereaved  of  her  mother  at  the  age 
of  thirteen,  and  from  that  early  age  presiding  over  her  father's 
household,  ind)ibed  those  principles  of  patriotism  and  that 
love  of  freedom  which  entitle  her  to  a place  among  the 

Women  of  the  Revolution.”  The  wife  of  Col.  Stewart  was 
distingnislied  by  elegance  of  manners  and  great  personal 
beauty.  In  whatever  assemblage  she  appeared,  she  always 
attracted  the  attention  of  all  around  her.  Her  mental  ac- 
complishments were  of  a high  order,  and  she  was  regarded  as 
the  best-read  woman  in  tlie  Pi'ovince. 
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Mrs.  AV’^ilson’s  residence  in  New  Jersey  was  Avitliin  a few 
miles  of  the  headquarters  of  (xen.  AVasldngton,  of  wliose  staft* 
her  tatlier,  Col.  Stewart,  was  a member.  AVith  Gen.  AV'asli- 
ington  slie  was  on  terms  of  friendship.  He  was  frequently 
her  guest,  as  also  were  Greene,  LaFayette,  AYayue,  Hamilton, 
Henry  Lee,  Pulaski,  Gates,  aud  other  officers  of  the  Pevo- 
lutionary  army.  On  one  occasion,  soon  after  the  death  of 
Andre,  Mrs.  AYilsoii  entertained  General  and  Mrs.  AYashiug- 
ton,  with  his  staff,  for  two  days — a company  of  from  tliirty 
to  forty  persons.  YIrs.  AYashington  was  several  times  the 
guest  of  Mrs.  AYilson  while  on  her  way  to  and  from  the 
camp.  On  one  of  these  visits  Mrs.  AYashington  informed  her 
that  she  had  a great  deal  of  domestic  cloth  made  in  her  own 
house  ; that  she  kept  sixteen  s})inning-wheels  in  constant 
operation,  and  showed  her  two  dresses  of  cotton,  striped  with 
silk,  made  hy  her  own  servants — the  silk  stripes  being  made 
from  the  ravelings  of  l)rown  silk  stockings  and  old  crimson 
damask  chair  covers. 

It  was  not  alone  for  friends  and  persons  of  distinction  that 
Airs.  AYilson  kept  open  house  during  the  Pevolntion.  Her 
gates  on  the  public  road  bore  in  conspicuous  characters  the 
inscription  : “ Hos2:)itality  within  to  all  American  officers,  and 
refreshment  for  their  soldiers.” 

YIrs.  AYilson  was  a witness  of  many  of  the  most  remarkable 
scenes  of  the  Pevolntion.  She  was  in  Philadelphia  on  the  day 
of  the  Declaration  of  Independence,  and  made  one  of  a party, 
embracing  the  elite  of  the  beauty,  wealth,  and  fashion  of  the 
citv  and  its  vicinage,  entertained  at  a brilliant  fete  given  in 
honor  of  the  event  on  board  the  frigate  AA^ashingtou,  at 
anchor  in  the  Delaware,  by  Capt.  Peid,  the  commander. 
The  magnificent  brocade  which  she  wore  on  this  occasion, 
with  its  hoo])ed  petticoat,  flowing  train,  laces,  gimp,  and  How- 
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erri,  remained  in  its  wardrobe  unaltered  lon^  after  tlie  eoni- 
nieiK'einent  of  tlie  present  eentnry.  xV  inontli  afterwards  she 
witnessed  tlie  mnstering  of  lier  neighbors  in  West  Jersey 
under  tlie  banner  of  her  nncle,  Col.  Philip  Johnston,  of  Sid- 
ney, and  their  arming  for  the  battle  of  Long  Island.  Col. 
Johnston  had  abandoned  bis  studies  at  Princeton  for  the 
swoi'd,  in  the  Frendi  war  of  1755,  wliere  he  gained  so  high 
a reputation  as  a soldier  as  to  be  appointed  by  the  Con- 
gress of  Hew  Jersey  to  the  command  of  its  first  volunteer 
regiment.  He  Avas  tall,  athletic,  and  of  great  physical  power, 
and  was  killed  on  Long  Island  a few  days  afterward,  in  the 
disastrous  conflict  of  Angnst  27,  1776.  Gen.  Sullivan,  nnder 
whom  he  served,  in  his  report  on  the  battle,  alludes  to  Col. 
Johnston  as  being  as  gallant  an  othcer  as  ever  (commanded 
a battalion.” 

After  the  sma’ender  of  Cornwallis  at  Yorktown,  Col.  SteAV- 
art  removed  from  Lansdown  to  Union,  in  the  adjoining 
tOAvnship  of  Lehanon.  Like  Sidney,  this  old  residen(‘e  Avas 
in  that  day  one  of  the  great  houses  of  West  Jersey.  Its 
snrrounding  farm  of  a thousand  acres,  nnder  tine  cnltiA^ation, 
Avas  noted  thronghont  the  State.  The  house,  Avhich  Avas  very 
large,  enclosed  a qnadrangnlar  court-yard,  and,  Avith  its  out- 
hnildings,  presented  the  aspect  of  a hamlet.  Of  this  great 
establishment  of  Col.  SteAA^art,  reiiOAvned  thronghont  Noav 
Jersey,  and  the  adjacent  States  of  NeAV  York  and  PennsAd- 
vania,  for  generous  hospitality,  Mrs.  AYilson  Avas  the  AAose, 
benevolent,  and  energetic  manager,  until  the  death  of  her 
father  in  1800.  For  a period  of  nearly  fifteen  years  after 
the  death  of  Col.  SteAVart,  Mrs.  TYilson,  as  his  sole  adminis- 
tratrix, Avas  engaged  in  the  settlement  of  a large  and  Avideh"- 
extended  landed  estate,  imdnding  the  disunited  propiletoi'shij) 
of  a ])ortion  of  the  AYyoming  valley.  By  the  sti’ength  of 
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mind,  clearness  of  judgment,  and  lirinness  of  purpose  exhil)- 
ited  in  these  years,  Mrs.  Wilson  accpiired  the  respect  and 
admiration  of  tlie  most  eminent  memhers  of  the  legal  pro- 
fession. By  the  death  of  a brotlier,  liis  two  orphan  sons 
were  left  to  her  care,  and  educated  by  her.  One  of  these 
sons,  the  late  Key.  Charles  S.  Stewart,  for  many  years  a 
missionary  to  the  Sandwich  Islands,  and  suhserpiently  a chap- 
lain of  the  IT.  S.  Nayy,  was  uniyersally  known  and  esteemed 
throughout  the  country. 

From  Hew  Jersey,  Mrs.  Wilson  remoyed,  in  1808,  to 
Cooperstown,  H.  Y.,  where  for  many  years  she  occupied 
her  o^vn  house  in  that  yillage;  hut  for  a long  time  before 
the  close  of  her  life  lived  at  Lakelands,  the  beautiful  resi- 
dence of  her  daughter,  Mrs.  Bowers,  on  Otsego  Lake,  in 
the  immediate  yicinity  of  Cooperstown. 

In  iier  youth,  Mrs.  AYilson  was  remarkable  for  her  beauty. 
At  the  age  of  thirty-eight,  a lady  of  Philadelphia  thus 
writes  of  her  during  a yisit  to  tliat  city,  in  the  year  1796: 
“I  wish  you  could  see  dear  Mrs.  AVilsou ; she  is  the 
genteelest,  easiest,  prettiest  person  I have  seen  in  the  city 
I hear  many  others  constantly  express  tlie  same  opinion. 
She  looked  charmingly  this  eyening  in  a Brunswick  robe 
of  striped  muslin,  trimmed  with  spotted  lawn  ; a beautiful 
handkerchief  gracefully  arranged  on  her  neck,  and  her 
hair  becomingly  craped  and  thrown  into  curls  under  a 
yery  elegant  white  bonnet  with  green-leafed  band,  worn  on 
one  side.  She  says  she  is  almost  worn  out  with  a round  ot 
yisiting  among  the  Chews,  Conynghams,  Moylans,  Mrs.  Gen. 
Stewart,  and  others ; but  she  does  not  look  so.  I do  not 
wonder  that  all  who  know  tliis  good  lady  should  so  loye 
her.  I am  sure  no  one  could  know  her  intimately  and 
not  do  so.” 
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Mrs.  Wilson  was,  in  many  respects,  one  of  tlie  most  re- 
markable women  of  her  time.  Her  life,  which  commenced 
in  the  reign  of  George  the  Second,  eighteen  years  before 
the  Declaration  of  American  Independence,  extended  be- 
yond the  middle  of  the  present  century — comprising  nearly 
a century  of  years!  From  the  year  1771,  when  she  be- 
came the  mistress  of  her  father’s  household,  to  her  death, 
on  the  15th  of  March,  1852,  this  lovely  and  truly  admir- 
able woman  led  a life  “ abounding  in  charities  and  fnll 
of  good  works.”  From  her  early  youth  a member  of  the 
Presbyterian  church,  her  example  as  a Christian,  in  the  lan- 
guage of  her  biographer,  was  eyer  in  harmou}^  with  the 
leading  traits  of  her  character — consistent,  energetic,  decis- 
ive. Pespected  and  honored  by  all  wlio  knew  her,  and 
reposing  in  the  affections  of  a devoted  household,  with  the 
blessings  of  unnumbered  poor — the  widow,  the  orphan,  the 
destitute  and  friendless  of  everv  name — descendino’  like  the 
dews  of  Hermon  upon  her  head,”  she  cheerfnlly  awaited 
the  coming  of  the  angel  of  death. 

The  ancestors  of  the  Bowers  emigrated  from  Swansea,  in 
Wales,  in  the  17th  century,  and  settled  in  Massachusetts,  near 
the  Bliode  Island  line,  in  a town  to  which  they  gave  the  name 
of  Swansea,  of  which  they  were  the  ])rincipal  proprietors. 
They  were  Quakers,  and  men  of  great  wealth.  Cue  of  their 
descendants.  Col.  Jerathmeel  Bowers,  lived  at  Somerset,  a 
town  adjoining  Swansea  on  the  south.  Col.  Bowers  was  one 
of  the  most  influential  persons  in  the  Colony  of  Massachusetts. 
In  the  year  1769  he  was  elected  by  the  House  of  Bepresent- 
atives  to  the  Executive  Council,  with  James  Otis,  James 
Bowdoin,  AVm.  Brattle,  and  other  distinguished  citizens,  all 
of  whom  were  rejected  by  Governor  Bernard,  on  account  of 
tlieir  oi)])Osition  to  the  arbitrary  measures  of  tlie  Britisli  Gov- 
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oniinent.  Col.  Buwei’s  lived  in  greMt  state  at  Somerset.  His 
house  was  on  the  route  then  travelled  between  Boston  and 
Newport,  and  his  hos})ital)le  doors  were  ever  open  to  his 
friends  in  hoth  Ooloides  as  they  journeyed  to  and  tVo  be- 
tween the  two  principal  towns  in  New  England,  in  their 
lumbering  chariots  and  heavy  English  family  carriages. 

Henry  Bowers,  a brother  of  Col.  Bowers,  was  one  of  the 
most  eminent  merchants  of  his  time.  He  was  the  owner  of 
eighteen  square-rigged  vessels,  most  of  which  were  taken 
during  the  Hevolution.  His  honse  and  gardens  at  Somerset 
were  not  surpassed  by  any  in  the  Colonies.  Admiral  Mon- 
tague, of  the  British  nayy,  who  was  in  America  before  the 
Heyolntion,  said  if  he  were  to  describe  them  in  England  no 
one  would  belieye  him.  Henry  Bowers  was  a yery  hand- 
some man,  a perfect  gentleman  in  his  manners,  and  yery 
strict  in  his  religious  observaiu'es.  He  wore  drab  clothes,  with 
a})ple-tree  buttons,  in  remembi’ance,  doubtless,  of  his  Quaker 
ancestry. 

H enry  Bowers,  a son  of  the  above,  was  horn  in  Somer- 
set in  1747.  He  was  a gentleman  of  tine  personal  appearance, 
very  systematic,  in  his  Inisiness  aftairs,  and  vei-y  correct  in  all 
his  habits,  but  extremely  nervous.  He  married,  in  1772, 
Mary,  daughter  of  John  Hay  Myer,  of  the  city  of  New  York, 
who  was  the  son  of  Hendrick  Myer  jind  Mary  Ray.  The 
Myers  were  Hollanders;  the  Rays,  English.  John  Ray 
Myer  married  Miss  Crommelin,  a niece  of  Cj*(mimelin,  the 
most  opvdent  baidcer  of  Amsterdam.  One  of  Mrs.  Myer’s 
sisters  married  a iuidlow,  and  the  other  a Verplanck,  and  be- 
came the  mother  of  that  distinguished  sdiolar,  the  late  Gulian 
Crommelin  Yerplanck. 

Mrs.  Crommelin,  the  mother  of  Mrs.  Myer,  came  out  to 
America  after  the  death  of  her  husband,  and  resided  in  New 
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York  until  her  death.  81ie  was  a woiiiau  of  unusual  attain- 
nients  in  the  aiieieut  and  luoderu  laug'uages,  and  instriuded 
her  grandson,  Gulian  C.  Yerjdanek,  in  Greek  and  Latin,  at  an 
early  age.  Mrs.  Croininelin  was  also  a lady  of  the  grand 
inonde^  and  lier  style  of  dress  was  of  the  higliest  Fixuieh  fash- 
ion. There  were  recently  living  ])ei-sons  who  reineinher  her  as 
she  promenaded  IVall  street,  in  a pink  satin  dress  and  high- 
heeled  slioes,  witli  ])owdered  hair  in  the  style  of  Marie  An- 
toinette. Jolin  Kay  Myer  inherited  a large  landed  estate 
from  his  fatluu’,  comprising  a great  ])ortion  of  AYall  and 
AVilliam  streets.  lie  lived  ])rudently,  hut  without  other 
occupation  than  tlie  ('are  of  his  ]>ro})erty,  and  was  hy  nature 
of  indolent  hahits. 

Henry  Bowers  I’esided  for  some  yeai-s  ;dler  his  marriage 
on  that  tine  estate  in  Brighton,  Ylass.,  well  known  in  the 
earlier  part  of  tlie  })resent  century  as  the  residence  of  Gen. 
Pomeroy,  one  of  tlie  most  eminent  agricultm-ists  of  his  time. 
The  house,  which  is  very  ancient,  is  one  of  the  finest  relics 
of  colonial  times.  It  stands  upon  a lofty  eminence,  and,  from 
the  rear,  commands  a view  of  Boston,  Cambridge,  Charles- 
town, and  the  waters' ot*  the  Bay,  with  its  numerous  islands. 
After  the  removal  of  Gen.  Pomeroy  to  Ohio,  tliis  valuable 
estate  became  tlie  property  of  the  late  J<3hn  DAVolf,  of 
Khode  Island.  Henry  Bowers  removed  to  the  city  of  ]Yew 
York  in  the  latter  part  of  the  last  century,  and  took  up  his 
residence  in  AYall  street,  then  the  most  fashionable  street  in 
that  city.  He  died  in  1800,  at  the  age  of  fifty-three. 

John  M.  Bowers,  only  son  of  Henry  Bowers,  was  liorn 
Se})tember  25,  1772,  <in  Boston,  where  his  mother  was  at  tlie 
time  on  a visit.  He  was  married,  June  12,  1802,  to  Miss 
Margaretta  M.  S.  AYilson,  the  only  child  of  Mrs.  AVilson,  of 
New  Jersey.  A sister  of  Mr.  Bowei'S  married  James 
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Duane,  Es(|.,  son  of  tlie  Hon.  James  Duane,  Mayor  of  the 
city  of  New  York  soon  after  the  Revolution,  and  well  known 
as  the  friend  and  correspondent  of  Alexander  Hamilton.  Mr. 
Duane  resided  for  tlie  greater  part  of  his  life  in  Schenectady, 
of  wliich  city  he  was  an  eminent  and^  respected  citizen. 
Another  sister  of  Mr.  Bowers  mai’ried  Mr.  Miimford,  an 
accomplished  gentleman  of  New  York,  and  also,  in  his  later 
days,  a resident  of  Schenectady.  The  late  Mrs.  A.  Y.  C. 
Paige  of  that  city  was  a daughter  of  Mr.  Mumford.  The 
Rev.  Robert  T.  S.  Lowell  of  the  Episcopal  Church,  author 
of  the  “New  Priest  at  Conception  Bay,”  and  other  books 
of  rare  merit,  married  a granddaughter  of  James  Duane,  of 
Schenectady. 

Miss  AYilson  made  her  entrance  into  society,  in  Philadel- 
phia, during  the  Presidency  of  Washington.  The  hospitality 
extended  to  Gen.  Washington  and  his  wife  by  Mrs.  Wil- 
son, during  the  Reyolution,  was  most  kindly  reciprocated  by 
tliem  to  her  daughter.  In  personal  calls  and  invitations  to 
her  private  parties,  Mrs.  Washington  distinguished  her  by 
courtesies  rarely  shown  to  persons  of  her  age.  A letter  from 
a lady  of  that  time,  preserved  by  Mrs.  Ellett  in  her  “ Women 
of  the  Revolution,”  thus  describes  Miss  Wilson’s  appearance 
at  a reception  of  the  President’s:  “Miss  AYilson  looked  beau- 
tifully last  night.  She  was  in  full  dress,  yet  in  elegant  sim- 
plicity. She  wore  book  muslin  over  white  mantua,  trimmed 
with  broad  lace  round  the  neck ; half  sleeves  of  the  same, 
also  trimmed  with  lace;  with  white  satin  sash  and  slippers; 
her  hair  elegantly  dressed  in  curls,  without  flowers,  feathers, 
or*  jewelry.  Mrs.  Mo^dan  told  me  she  was  the  handsomest 
person  at  the  drawing-room,  and  more  admired  than  any  one 
there.”  - 

Of  the  numerous^ train  of  Miss  "Wilson’s  admirers,  at  this 
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period  of  lie>r  life,  no  one  was  more  devoted  than  a young 
lieutenant  of  the  navy,  a distant  kinsman  of  her  family,  and 
destined  in  after  years  to  aehieye  the  highest  glory  as  a great 
nayal  eommander — Charles  Stewart,  of  Philadelphia — Avho, 
tradition  reports,  imagined  his  atieetion  was  returned  by  Miss 
AVilson,  when  he  took  leaye  of  her  to  embark  on  his  memora- 
ble cruise  in  the  AA'est  Indian  waters  at  the  heginning  of  the 
present  century.  But,  during  his  absence,  a rival,  liand- 
some,  opulent,  and  accom])lished — Mr.  Jolm  M.  Bowers,  of 
Xew  York — liore  otf  tlie  prize.  AVhen  Stewart  returned  to 
the  United  States,  his  enjoyment  of  the  brilliant  oyation 
which  awaited  him  was  saddened  by  the  intelligence  that  the 
woman  to  wliom  he  had  given  his  heart  liad  given  her  hand 
to  another. 

Soon  after  his  marriage,  Mr.  Bowers  removed  to  Coop- 
erstown,  and  took  possession  of  a very  large  tract  of  land 
in  that  yicinity  which  his  father  had  giyen  him.  He 
erected  a beautiful  house  on  the  border  of  Otsego  Lake, 
commenced  his  residence  within  its  walls  in  the  autumn  of 
1805,  and  resided  there  until  his  death,  on  the  24tli  of 
February,  1846.  Mr.  Bowers  was  one  of  the  most  accom- 
plished gentlemen  of  his  time.  AA'ell  read,  and  endowed 
with  superior  powers  of  conyersation  and  fascinating  man- 
ners, with  a heart  filled  with  noble  and  generous  impulses, 
and  a mind  stored  with  the  choicest  passages  of  English 
literature  and  the  most  delightful  reminiscences  of  Xe^y 
York  society  in  the  days  of  his  early  manhood,  his  com- 
pany was  sought  for  and  appreciated  by  the  most  gifted 
of  his  contemporaries.  His  wife,  equally  accomplished, 
and  in  her  character  strongly  resembling  her  mother,  from 
whom  she  inherited,  with  rare  personal  beauty,  an  intellect 
of  singular  power  and  brightness,  charmed  all  who  enjoyed 
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the  })rivilege  of  her  aequaiutance  hy  a sweet  simplicity  of 
niamier,  a peculiar  archness  of  wit,  and  fascinating  powers 
of  conyersation.”  Her  l)eantiful  home,  Lakelands,  was  for 
nearly  seyenty  years  the  centre  of  a liospitality  as  dis- 
tinguished for  profusion,  elegance,  and  heartiness  as,  for 
seyenty  years  preyious,  liad  keen  the  hospitality  of  her 
maternal  ancestry  in  New  Jersey.  Like  the  honored  race 
from  which  she  sprang,  her  hand  was  always  open  to  the 
poor — her  heart  full  of  sympathy  for  eyery  child  of  afflic- 
tion. Like  them  and  like  her  mother,  she  was  a firm 
l)elieyer  in  the  trutlis  of  the  Cliristian  religion,  wliich  slic 
daily  exemplified  in  the  beauty  of  lier  life.  At  the  time 
of  her  mother’s  death,  Mrs.  Bowers  had  herself  attained 
the  age  of  seyenty-four  years.  For  nearly  forty-fiye  years 
after  her  marriage  she  liad  been  blessed  with  that  mother’s 
companionship,  in  tlie  immediate  yicinity  of  lier  own  house 
or  under  her  own  roof.  Her  own  life  was  prolonged  for 
twenty  years  after  the  death  of  lier  mother — their  liyes  em- 
bracing eacli  the  same  extraordinary  length  of  days. 

This  comparatiyely  brief  record  of  a family  distinguished 
liy  nearly  all  tlie  yirtues  which  can  adorn  humanity  would 
lie  imperfect  without  a tribute  to  the  memory  of  the  eldest 
daugliter  of  Mr.  John  M.  Bowers — the  late  Mrs.  Mary  M. 
Marren,  wife  of  the  lion.  Cleo.  B.  AVarren,  of  Troy,  N.  Y. 
Mrs.  Warren’s  death  occurred  on  the  20th  of  August,  1851, 
and  was  sincerely  mourned,  not  only  by  the  inhabitants  of 
that  city,  where  she  liad  spent  her  whole  married  life,  but 
liy  an  almost  innnmerable  host  of  friends  throughout  the 
country,  to  whom  she  was  endeared  by  her  rare  loyeliness 
of  mind  and  person,  her  grace  and  amenity  of  manner,  her 
niiriyalled  hospitality,  her  kindly,  sympathetic  heart,  and  an 
indefinable  charm  in  all  her  ways,  which  threw,  as  it  were. 
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II  spell  over  every  one,  gentle  or  simple,  who  approached  her. 
Happily  married  to  a gentleman  of  fortime,  and  of  a family 
identitied  with  his  native  city  from  its  foundation,  Mrs.  AVar- 
ren  found  in  her  hnshand  a willing  co-operator  in  that  mode 
of  life  in  which  she  had  been  reared.  Their  house  became 
renowned  for  its  agreeable  society,  as  a resort  for  men  of 
letters,  artists,  and  all  persons,  however  distingnislied,  avIio 
from  time  to  time  visited  the  city;  for  its  delightful  social 
assemblages,  and  the  atmosphere  of  elegance  and  refinement 
by  Avhich  it  was  pervaded.  From  her  first  entrance  into  the 
society  of  Troy,  as  a bride,  until  her  final  departure  to  the 
better  land,  it  may  be  doubted  Avhether  any  other  lady  of 
that  city  was  more  cordially  esteemed  by  all  classes  of  the 
eommnnity. 


CENTENNIAL  MEETING 


OF  TOE 


NOVEMBER  27,  1851. 


